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VOLUME 3S CTO 
EARLY USES OF MEDICINAL HERBS 
SUBJECT OF NOVEMBER 24 MEETING 


The membership is invited to a meeting of 
the Society at the Mansion on Sunday after- 
noon, November 24 at three-thirty o'clock 
when Eva L. Butler will speak on ''Kitchen 
Garden Medicine.'' Mrs. Butler's many tal- 
ents and fields of activity include arch- 
aeological research and the early history 
of this area. in her years of work for 

the New London County Children's Museum, 
she has done much to recreate earlier times 
in graphic presentations for young students. 


The early uses of herbs in medicine will 

be described by Mrs. Butler. Connecticut 
abounds in medicinal plants. Along old 
roads and in the woods may be found a large 
variety, including penny-royal, partridge-~ 
berry, witch-hazel, sassafras, black birch, 
pokeberry and mullen. The blossoms, leaves 
and roots of these plants have long been 
valued for their curative properties, 


Students of Connecticut history are ac- 
quainted with the life story of Samson 

Occum, Mchegan indian, and the first Indian 
minister ordained in New England. Occum, a 
friend of the Shaw family, compiled an her- 
bal which is in the possession of the Society. 


A small group of herbal prints, loaned by 
the Yale Medical Library and the Lyman Allyn 
Museum, will be displayed, A social hour 
will follow Mrs, Butler's talk. | 


Mrs, Herbert G. Huntley and Miss Helen K, 
Whiton are cooperating on arrangements for 
this meetina, 


New London, Conn. 
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NEW LONDON CAMERA CLUB 
TO UNDERTAKE PROJECT AT MANSION 


A visit to the Mansion Thursday evening, 
November 14, will serve the double pur- 
pose of providing the New London Camera 
Club with a view of the furnishings of 
the historic house, and an opportunity 
to work out a plan to photograph objects 
for a pictorial catalog of the Society's 
holdings. 


The club expressed interest in such a 
project last summer when your president 
attended a meeting and described to them 
the program of the Society. In addition 
to experiment in color film and black and 
white pictures inside the Mansion, there 
is much photographic work to be done in 
recording New London's changing face. 
Many historic buildings have been razed 
during the past few years. It is im- 
portant to preserve a pictorial history 
of the representative homes and public 
buildings. 


lt is hoped that an arrangement may be 
worked out so that the only expense to the 
Society will be the cost of materials. 

The expensive camera and lighting eauip- 
ment is owned by the members of the club, 
many of tnem of professional skill. 


We believe that the Society's work with 
the local cemera club will mark a ''first!! 
in such a cooperative venture for the 
historical societies throughout the state. 


The importance of this work can readily be 


seen. Plans include an annual showing at 
the Mansion of the best prints developed 


by the club, 


ACCOUNT OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
SCIENTIFIC BELIEFS PRESENTED AT 
ANNUAL MEETING 


A scientist interested in history and in 
human affairs appeared as the speaker at 
the Society's annuai meeting September 17. 
Dr. John M, Ide, Technical Director of the 
U.S. Navy Underwater Sound Laboratory at 
Fort Trumbull addressed the membership on 
the subject ‘Superstition and Science--~ 
Reflections during the Geophysical Year,!! 


Dr. Ide related the modern observations of 
the earth to views of some of the same 


phenomena which have been common throughout - 


historic times, He combined history, folk 
lore and science in a talk of such great 
interest and worth that we hope to publish 
it as a permanent record of the Society. 


The unexpected launching of the Russian 
Sputnik soon after the meeting stressed the 
timeliness of the subject matter. Our 
amazement at this latest scientific marvel 
was probably no greater than the wonder 
shown by our ancestors at some of the natur- 
al phenomena which were clothed by them in 
an aura of superstition, 


One of the items displayed by the Society 
to illustrate Dr, ide's talk was a photo- 
graph of one of the sections of the Cayeux 
tapestry, showing man's awe when Halley's 
comet was visible in 1066, 


Several inexpensive paper-back books on sub- 
jects like the earth satellites illustrated 
the widespread circulation of today*s popu- 
lar scientific works in contrast to the re- 
stricted distribution of such material in 
pamphlet form two hundred years ago, 


ADMISSION FEE FOR MANSION 
VISITORS RESTORED 


The membership voted at the Annual Meeting 
to charge non-members of the Society fifty 
cents for admission to the Mansion, effec-~ 
tive Octover Ist. This action was taken _ 
when it was learned thet voluntary donations 
have dropped during the past several years, 


Children will be admitted without charge in 
groups accompanied by a teacher or other 
responsible adult. Arrangements for such 
visits must be made In advance. Members of 
the armed forces in uniform will be admitted 
free, 


The Mansion is now closed Sundays, Mon- 
days and holidays. It is open to visi- 
tors other days from one to four. 


MISS FRASER 1S SOCIETY'S 
NEW SECRETARY 


The resignation of Miss Marion E, Clarke, 
the Society's Sécretary for many years, 
was announced at the annual meeting of 

the Society, Miss Clarke's action, ef- 
fective June 30, was due to ill health. 

We hope sincerely that she will continue 
to take an active interest in the Society. 


Miss Helen I. Fraser has been appointed 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator. Miss 
Fraser, who retired last June after 41 
years as a school teacher, is known to 


‘countless children and adults after 32 


years of teaching in New London. Her 
first position here was at Nameaug school. 
she taught later at Nathan Hale and Jen- 
nings before going to Bulkeley junior 

hign school in 1951, She is president of 
Eta chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma, an honor 
society for women educators. 


Miss Fraser will be available at the Man- 
Sion Tue asia through Saturdays from one 
to four o'clock, 


PORTRAIT OF THOMAS SHAW 
LOANED ¥O BROOKLYN MUSEUM 


The Society is one of three Connecticut 
organizations represented in the Brooklyn 
Museum's current ''Face of America!! ex- 
nibition of [QO American portraits from 
the early 1&th century to the present day. 
This show, which will be on view from 
November 14 through January 26, includes 
paintings from 32 museums and 11 private 
collections in many parts of the country. 


Ralph Earl's portrait of Thomas Shaw, 
painted in 1792, was requested for this 
show. Thomas was the younger brother of 
Nathaniel, Jr., Connecticut's Naval Agent 
during the Revolution, After Nathaniel's 
death in 1782, Thomas carried on the fam- 
ily business, Incidentally, no portrait 
of Nathaniel has ever peer located by the 
society, . 


Portraiture was the major art interest in 
America up to the middle of the 19th cen- 
tury--from the early artists who came from 
Europe or native artists who,.unable to 
obtain training, derived their ideas from 
European engraving, up through the Federal 


collections of the Society, which reflect 
the industrial genius of the town, We hope 
that sufficient funds will be provided to 
permit the society to maintain the houses 
in their accustomed style, Miss Catherine 
Calhoun, librarian and curator of the So- 
ciety, is to be congratulated for her in- 
genuity and taste in the work she has done 
to date, She has placed objects in appro- 
priate backgrounds to create a rounded, in-« 
teresting and meaningful picture, 


NEW CITY ADMINLSTRATION 
SAVES H{STORIC MANSTON 


Victory has come to those who have been cam- 
paigning for the preservation of one of the 
nation's most notable exampies of Gothis Re- 
vival architecture, 


An eight-month campaign by antiquarians, 


which was supported by the Soclety and other 


members of the Connecticut League, ended 
successfully last week In Bridgeport when 
a new mayor was elected, 


The new mayor, Judge Samuel J. Tedesco, an- 
nounced that the city would retain the 
Harral-Wheeler mansion which had been marked 
for destruction, The Illl-year-old mansion, 
in the heart of the downtown area, was for 
33 years the home of Archer C.Wheeler, re- 
tired industrialist and philanthropist, who 
died in the house in 1956 at the age of 91. 


The house was designed by Alexander Jackson 
Davis, an American architect. It was built 
in 1846 by Henry Harral, a wealthy saddle- 

maker and a relative of the Wheeler family 

by marriage. 


Members of the Wheeler Mansion Preservation 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
I] Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 


Committee have expressed confidence that 
the necessary funds could be raised to 
restore the dwelling. Individuals and 
organizations have signiffed their read- 
iness to contribute, It fs estimated that 
an expenditure of $150,000 to $200,000 
would result in a project of great artistic 
and historical value. 


19TH CENTURY FAMILY 
WARDROBE PRESENTED 


A gift of mid-nineteenth century ladies’ 
and children's clothing from Mr. L. E. 
Battin of Niantic provides the Society with 
a nucleus for a real period display. These 
garments and accessories which were worn by 
ancestors of Mr. Battin, a direct descen- 
dant of John Bigelow, 18th century sailing © 
master, include a blue watered silk dress 
with matching parasol, a lace-edged muslin 
fichu, a shaped batiste and lace petticoat, 
several embroidered baby caps, a baby dress 
of muslin with embroidered net inserts, and 
a boy's purple and rose checked silk waist- 
coat, 


The receipt of these charming garments re- 
minds us sharply of the need for display 
figures to show them to advantage. With 
the proper background (murals could be made 
by the New London Camera Club) it would be 
possible, for example, to set up a repre- 
sentation of an oid New London waterfront 
scene, showing families waving farewell to 
their loved ones embarking on a whaling 


voyage. 


period when portraits were required to fill 
the walls and bolster the egos,of the many 
new home owners, 


The portrait of Thomas Shaw is interesting 


because it is obviously an honest depiction 


minus sentimentality and pretentiousness, 
Of added interest is the background inset 


of Fort Trumbull, probably the first repre- 


sentation of the fort after its construc- 
tion in 1776, 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 
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Word has just come that the collection, 
left in a trunk in the house purchased 

by the donor's mother many years ago in. 
saratoga, California, will be offered to 

a New London area Morgan descendant whese 
name has not been revealed, The donor 

has indicated that ''whatever things this 
recipient does not want, | will give to 
the New London County Historical Society,!! 


Our hopes are colored by the feeling that 
the fortunate Morgan descendant will agree 
with the donor that a safe and central 
depository for such precious documentary 
material is a prime consideration, This 
unexpected source of New London material 
reminds us of the riches that may be hid- 
den in trunks, closets and attics in the 
most unexpected places, 


Recording Secretary...Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
Curator-Secretary..... Miss Helen |. Fraser 
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TGRRINGTON MEETING OF LEAGUE 
PROVIDED VISIT TO LOCAL SOCIETY'S 
NEW HOME 


Advisory Board.........Mrs. W. Ellery Allyn 
Mrs, George T. Brown 
Mrs. Wilson Brown 

F, Valentine Chappel i 
Miss Marion Chappell 
Mrs. Albert Chase 

Mrs, Arthur B, Caulkins 
Mrs, Carl C.Cutler 

Miss Elsie C, Fengar 
Mrs, Herbert G, Huntley 
Mrs. Ralph H. Keeler 

E. Gorton Rogers 

Henkle S. Scott 
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MORGAN FAMILY PAPERS MAY COME 
TO SOCIETY FROM CALIFORNIA 


From California has come the promise of a 


gift that may include wills, deeds and other 


papers relating to the Morgan family who 
settled in Groton and Mystic in the early 
years of our country. 


A search by a San Jose lady for descendants 


of James, Stephen or Elisha resulted in many 


letters and phone calls to her from persons 
in this area. The Society's president, in 
writing, indicated that the facilities at 
the Shaw Mansion would provide safety for 
these papers, and that the Society would be 
in a position to share them with others, 


The meeting of the Connecticut League of 
Historical Societies in Torrington on | 
October 19 provided us with an opportun- 
ity to visit a corner of the state that, 
because of its remoteness, is little known. 
Our journey to the inn where we stayed 
overnight took us past grim reminders of 
the devastation ieft by the floods not so 
long ago. However, the sight of a bow! 
of bright apples on the registration desk 
of the inn, and the invitation to "help 
yourself''! introduced us to hospitality. 
that we will remember for a long time; 


The League meeting was a forum on thé sub- 
ject of publications, under the chairman- 
ship of Williams Haynes of Stonington. 

The speakers at the morning session were 
Thompson Harlow, director of the Connecti- 
cut Historical Society, and Mrs. H, L, 
Hartman, local history librarian of the 
Connecticut State Library, who presented 
papers on ''Why and what to publish.'' The 
speakers at the afternoon session were 
Raymond Thomsen of the Connecticut Print- 
ers, and Dwight C, Lyman, who talked on 
"How to publish,!! 


After the sessions at St. Francis Chapel, 
those in attendance were invited to visit 
the new homes (two of them) of the Tor- 
rington Historical Society. These spa- 
cious houses, one of them completely and 
lavishly furnished, will accommodate the 


